GENDER AND PHILOSOPHY
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CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY: GENDER
EQUALITY IN THE CHURCH

o It is fitting that we UNDERSTAND and BELIEVE what the
Church is teaching us.

* The Church’s teaching on gender is primarily a gift to us and
a responsibility by virtue of our baptism.



* While other acts of philosophizing concern solely to
reason, Christian Philosophy subscribes to FAITH
AND REASON.



FAITH AND REASON MUST GO HAND IN
HAND IN PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY.



CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY CAN BE SEEN IN
THE DEPOSITS OF FAITH

MAGISTERIUM OF THE
SACRED SCRIPTURE SACRED TRADITION CHURCH



THE TEACHINGS OF THE POPE AND THE
DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH
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CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY: GENDER
EQUALITY IN THE CHURCH

APOSTOLIC LETTER
MULIERIS DIGNITATEM
OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF
JOHN PAUL II
ON THE
DIGNITY AND VOCATION
OF WOMEN

ON THE OCCASION »
OF THE MARIAN YEAR Mulieris

Dignitatem




MULIERIS DIGNITATEM: ON THE
DIGNITY AND VOCATION
OF WOMEN

* Pope John Paul Il begins with a reflection on the
Annunciation: a woman was asked to be the means through

which God would send His Son to redeem the world — but not
just a means, but as a mother (THEOTOKOS)

* Mary represented humanity and served as a model because
of her “Yes” to God.



MULIERIS DIGNITATEM: ON THE
DIGNITY AND VOCATION
OF WOMEN

* It is said that woman 1s made for man but Pope John Paul II
asserted that man is also made for woman.

 Woman is called to be the companion of man and man is also
called to be the companion of woman.

* Masculinity i1s no more important than femininity.



MULIERIS DIGNITATEM: ON THE
DIGNITY AND VOCATION
OF WOMEN

* Again and again Pope John Paul Il repeats that men and
women are equal in dignity.

e Both are made in the IMAGE and LIKENESS of God.




MULIERIS DIGNITATEM: ON THE
DIGNITY AND VOCATION
OF WOMEN

* Pope John Paul Il offers our Lord Jesus Christ as a model for
how men should treat women.

* The Gospels are full of stories of women, all of whom Christ
treated with kindness and respect.



ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL?

YES



POPE JOHN PAUL II GAVE A DISTINCTION
BETWEEN EQUALITY AND SAMENESS



ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL? YES

ARE MEN AND WOMEN THE SAME? NO



MEN AND WOMEN ARE EQUAL BUT NOT
THE SAME.



“ITIS A QUESTION OF UNDERSTANDING

THE REASON FOR AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF
THE CREATOR'S DECISION

THAT THE HUMAN BEING SHOULD ALWAYS AND
ONLY EXIST

AS AWOMAN OR A MAN.”

-MULIERIS DIGNITATEM
POPE JOHN PAUL 11



